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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     How can it possibly be the end of May?  Just 
yesterday it was the end of April.  My resolution to 
have all my violets repotted by December is moving 
along ever so slowly.  I got off to a pretty good start 
and then stalled out.  Now, those plants that I did get 
repotted are almost big enough to need another 
repotting; I’m never going to catch up.  Is this how it 
is at your home? 
     Our board is still in need of a NW afternoon 
Secretary.  If you are a member of that group, please 
consider taking on the position.      
     The Vice-Presidents have the fall programs 
decided.  Their next big job is finding presenters, so 
please don’t be shy and say “Yes” when they call you 
for help. 
      

$$ DUES $$ DUES $$ DUES $$ 
 

     Please mail your dues to our new Treasurer, Cindy 
Baker.  TAVS has done well enough that we are able 
to keep the dues at $10.  Remember that there is a $5 
reinstatement fee after July 1st. 
  
 
 

TAVS BOARD 
 

  
Cindy Baker, Jeri Anderson, Terry Jennings, Rose Garcia, Ann 
Williams, Kathy Bell, Stephanie Griffith.  Not present Joanie 
Rivard and Sue Harris. 
 
 
 

SHOW NEWS 
Cindy Baker 

  
     Well here we are at the start of  summer and now 
is the time to be ‘thinking’ about what you want to do 
in next years show.  The new show theme is “Violets 
Out of Africa”.  If you are considering entering a 
design of any kind, the summer is a good time to look 
for items that you would like to use.  I am hoping 
many more will enter in the design categories, such 
as dish gardens and terrariums.   They are not that 
difficult and really are fun to do.  You might see 
something in one of your travels over the summer, or 
even at a yard sale or a second hand store.  
      Also, we are still in need of two chairpersons; 
one for the sales area and the other for awards.  
Please contact me if you are interested in doing either 
of these.  
      Hope to see you all at the design workshop Terry 
Jennings is doing in June. 
 

 
GROWING TIPS 

Allan Reith, Sr. 
 
     It’s summertime!  It’s a time for your plants to rest 
but also a time to prepare for the sales and show. 
     Your plants will appreciate it if you will keep the 
temperature at a comfortable level, between 65° and 
80°. 
     Keep a watch on your plants to be sure they do not 
become dried out.  It will be a good idea to cut your 
fertilizer in half for the summer; c tsp. per gallon 
instead of ¼ tsp. per gallon. 
     Have those leaves you started several months ago 
sprouted small new plants?  They should soon be 
ready to separate.  This is a good time to start them as 
new plants.  Perhaps you may be able to sell them at 
the fall sale or sell or show them in March.  If there is 
more than one new baby, carefully separate the roots 
and start each new plant in its own pot.  Pot them in 
your regular potting soil and put them in a tent (tent = 
baggie) for two weeks. 
     Have you got leaf mealy bugs?  They are the bugs 
that leave those little ‘cotton balls’ on the underside 
of your leaves or on the flower stalks.  Left alone 
they will destroy your plant.  They are easily 
controlled by spraying your plant with Safer soap or 
with a mix of ten parts water to one part Dawn dish 



soap.  You will probably need to repeat the spraying 
several times (3) a week apart.  

Have a great summer! 
 
 

Future Changes for Our Lights (T8) 
Kathy Bell 

 
     Back from the Reno convention and had a great 
time.  Got snow, and a fire alarm, what excitement!  I 
also brought back some information about the new 
T8 lights.  The good news is the two foot lights will 
remain the same, they are not changing them!  The 
four foot and bigger will be the new bulbs T8.  You 
can use them in your current fixtures but they will 
burn up the ballast if they are not the electronic 
ballast.  The newer fixtures have electronic ballast in 
them so you are set.  If you have old fixtures like 
mine you will need to change them once you change 
over to the T8’s.  I got this information from Tina at 
IGS who sells light bulbs and light stands and a few 
other items.  Her advice was; as your fixtures wear 
out replace them or the ballast.  We will still be able 
to get the other bulbs (T12) until they run out, might 
be a couple of years so we don’t need to panic yet.  
Ha ha. 
     I talked to Ralph Robinson from the Violet Barn 
about what changes he had to make when he changed 
over a year ago.  He said on some of the light fixtures 
that held two bulbs they had to turn one out and some 
they only ran for seven hours.  He said you just have 
to experiment.  If your leaves start turning yellow it is 
too much light.  The T8’s are stronger and more 
energy efficient, that is why you will have to 
experiment on how long to run them.  He is saving 
5% of his electric bill with the new lights so he is 
very happy with them.    
     If you have more questions about these new lights 
call or e-mail me, I’ll try to answer them.  
 
 
 

ELKS CLUB PRESENTATION 
Tom DeRousse 

 
     May 13th '09, President Jeri Anderson, Allen 
Reith, Kathy Bell, and Tom DeRousse put on a show 
at the Eastside Elks Lodge for the Ladies Auxiliary.  
Jeri brought packages of cut violets for the ladies.  
Allen talked about the history of the African violet.  
Kathy demonstrated how to grow them.  Prepared 
leaves were handed out to everyone there for them to 
grow.  Approximately 30 members were in 
attendance.  A lot of interest was shown at the 
presentation.  Tom DeRousse was the event 
coordinator.  I encourage all the members to think 

about doing a similar thing to make the Tucson area 
more aware of our commitment to growing beautiful 
violets.   
 

THANK YOU 
Retha Cook 

 
     Thanks to my friends at TAVS for their get well 
messages to me during my time of recovery from eye 
surgery. I'm hoping that any day now I will begin to 
start seeing something through that eye. So far, it's 
like looking through a very dirty swimming pool. For 
those of you who may not have heard, I had a 
Vitrectomy for a macular hole in my retina. The 
recovery time is 3 to 4 weeks of staying face down. 
Today is May 15 and I just finished week one. 
 
 

LOOKING FOR 
 
Marie Maas is looking for Nortex’s Moonlit Haven. 
Rose Garcia is looking for Cherokee Trail. 
Ruth Conners is looking for Halo's Aglitter.  Will 
swap some other gesneriads for it.  Call or e-mail 
me.  
June King is looking for Jennifer.  Call 731-8824 
 
  
 
 

JUNE 13 SUMMER PROGRAM 
Terry Jennings 

 
     If there are not enough materials, people will have 
to double up on an arrangement. 
     Frogs (pin style flower holders) over 1 inch in 
diameter (otherwise it won't hold up a branch) 
a pair of garden shears or sharp scissors or floral 
arranging shears - whatever you have on hand. 
Branch materials - 2-3 branches of about 24 inches in 
length - may be either dried material (only natural) or 
branches from your garden with leaves cut fresh.  
     We won't use silk or artificial flowers, artificial 
branches, etc. These materials are not used in 
Japanese flower arranging except in advanced lessons 
dealing with special themes. We are going to do a 
very basic arrangement that everyone has to master in 
the beginning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 




