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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     Our September sale was really nice with lots of 
beautiful plants.  There were also lots of club 
members helping which made the day go smoothly 
for all concerned.  I overheard several nice comments 
from the public as to how nice everything looked and 
how helpful everyone was to them. 
     What do you do when you have company coming 
in right after bringing plants home from a sale/show?  
My only ‘isolation’ room is my kitchen which 
couldn’t be used this time.  Yike!  Wish me luck.  I 
placed my returning plants on a couple shelves on my 
plant stand and I’m now checking on them almost 
daily. 
     Remember to get your yard sale items to Kathy 
Bell.  October is right around the corner and you 
don’t want to feel that you could have donated if 
you’d just taken the time to go through your closets.  
Go through your closets NOW.  Also, remember to 
let Kathy know when you can help. 
     Now it’s time to start thinking about the spring 
show and sale.  It’s not too soon to start your 
selection of show plants and, as Kathy pointed out in 
her September presentation, grooming is an on-going 
job.   
     After our show and sales we often pick up a few 
new members and I hope that holds true this year.  
We need a couple people to volunteer to be mentors 
for incoming new members.  TAVS could use at least 
one new mentor for both sides of town.  You do not 
have to be a judge, just a person willing to share your 
knowledge and a bit of time with new members. 
     The NW afternoon group is still in need of a 
Secretary.  If you are a member of that group, please 
consider filling the position.  
 
 

MOTION 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     Terry Richey has made a motion that, “We do 
project plants next year”.  People will have to pre-pay 
for their project plant and, as in the past, be expected 
to keep growing information and to display their 
project plant at the next spring show.  We will vote 
on this motion at the October meetings. 
 
 

SHOW CHAIR 
Cindy Baker 

 
     What a great one day sale we had for our fall sale.  
If you were not there you should have seen all the 
beautiful plants that were on display.  We don't 
usually have this many on display for our sale and the 
ones that were brought in were spectacular.  A great 
big ‘thank you’ to all of you that brought them in.  
Also a BIG thanks to all of you that worked so hard 
in making this a successful sale.  
     As you can see by the treasures report, we did 
pretty well in sales.  A special thanks for the plants 
that Carol Brey brought in and donated to the club.  
We made $54.00 from that donation.  All of the sales 
tables were full on Saturday morning and by closing  
Saturday evening, they were almost bare.  We really 
could not have had a two day sale with the amount of 
plants we had.  I would encourage all of you to grow 
a few plants for sale and maybe the bug to sell on a 
regular basis will hit you. 
     A special thanks to all of the Growers.  If it were 
not for you, the sale would not have been possible.  
Also, a special ‘thank you’ to Bob Ernstein for 
running the register.  He is a gem and we really 
appreciated his help.      
     Now is the time to start thinking of the Spring 
Show and Sale March 6-7, 2010.  There are still lots 
of help needed.  We still need someone to do the 
awards.  When the clipboard goes around at the 
meeting, please see where help is needed and fill in 
the blanks.  If you have any ideas that you think 
would improve the show, give me a call or send an e-
mail and let me know.  
     Again, thank you all for the wonderful help. 
 

TIPS 
Allan Reith 

 
     Now that it is fall, it’s time too start paying 
attention to those violets you neglected over the 
summer.  Start fertilizing your violets again by using 
a gallon of water with ¼ teaspoon of fertilizer (7-9-5 
or 9-3-5).  If you don’t have those then some other 
balanced fertilizer will do. 
     Have some leaves gone mushy in the hot weather?  
Pinch them off.  Long leaves that stick out farther 
than any around them also need to be pinched off.  
Don’t be afraid to get rid of those long stemmed 



leaves on your trailers.  You can remove lots of them 
from around the edges, especially those that hang 
down over the pot. 
     This is repotting time.  Your plants will reward 
you well in the next four or five months if you repot 
them now.  Take off at least one row of leaves from 
the outside of the plant.  If they have grown enough 
to pot up in size, go one inch larger.  If they haven’t 
grown too large you can use a nice, clean new pot.  
This is a good way to check for a good root system 
and get a pot without any salt buildup.  For those who 
are show conscious, it is time to start disbudding. 
      
 

YARD SALE FOR AVSA 
Kathy Bell 

 
      Awhile back I placed an article in our newsletter 
and also put a challenge in the AVSA magazine for 
all clubs to have a yard sale to help AVSA.  Since I 
made the challenge I figured I better have one! 
     So October 17th & 18th I will have a yard sale for 
AVSA and donate the money to them in our club’s 
name. Without the African Violet Society of America 
could we even exist?    
     This is a great time for you to get rid of items you 
don't want anymore.  If you have any items for the 
sale, just give me a call or e-mail to make 
arrangements for delivery to my home or decide upon 
a meeting place to donate your goods. Thanks ahead 
of time for your help. 
   
 
 

COOKBOOK FOR 2011 CONVENTION 
Peggy Mooney 

 
Support the 2011 AVSA Convention 

The 2011 AVSA Convention is planned for May 15-
22 in the Philadelphia area.  AVS of Springfield, 
Delaware County is hosting the convention and 
would like to print a cookbook for a fund raiser.  The 
cookbook, containing tried-and-true recipes from 
AVSA members will be for sale at the 2010 AVSA 
Convention in Raleigh, North Carolina. Do you have 
a very special recipe that you would like to 
share?  We would love to use it in our cookbook.  
The target number is 300+ recipes so please help us 
put together a big cookbook. 
     NOTE:  Information about the proper recipe 
format and to whom to send will be coming out via e-
mail with hard copies available at the October 
meetings. 
 
 

QUESTION TO THE GROUP 
Retha Cook 

 
     About 3 years ago I gave my sister a ‘Texas Hot 
Chili’ Strep. A year ago when I was in Colorado 
Springs I saw a small start that she had given to her 
daughter, Arlene. When I saw the plant, I'll have to 
admit that I didn't think it had a real good chance of 
making it. For some reason she had planted it in the 
middle of a very large pot--I mean like a 2 gallon size 
pot that you would see outside. I think I said 
something like "I don't know if I could grow one like 
that or not." Fast forward one year later. I walked into 
her office and saw a very large plant in full bloom 
with lots of nice leaves and blossoms. It had almost 
filled the pot. It probably wasn't even put in a soil 
mixture that we would think it needed. Has anyone 
else experienced something like this? 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Nancy Davis:  Four plant stands, 73 inches high, 12 
inches wide.  Four trays per stand.  Purchased from 
IGA Supply. Price negotiable for one, several, or all!   
 
Betty Smith:  2 light stands:  Model B4A-SD4, IGS 
light stand, with 4 wide spectrum lamps.  Price new:  
$728.  Now:  Best offer.  Also, all my inventory 
regarding growing violets over several years.  Just 
call for appointment:  If you are into design, I have 
many interesting things.  Many handouts for violet 
presentations, info for handouts for training at mtgs., 
etc.  Pots of all sizes, trainers for lg. plants that are no 
longer sold commercially, all worth a trip to the East 
side of Tucson for your shopping needs/wants.  Best 
offers get the items you want.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




