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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Jeri Anderson

The attendance at the AVSA convention in Reno,
Nevada was down by about 100 people, but the show
was still beautiful as ever. It’s amazing how people
bring so many plants from all over the country. The
best African violet in the show was a little trailer,
Broadway Star Trail, shown by Dr. Bill Price. The
winners are all listed on the AVSA website, check it
out.

Now that I’m home it’s time to concentrate on
TAVS. Next up is our spring potluck that is always a
great success. In June, July and August we have our
summer programs and those are fun too. So, we have
a lot of fun things to look forward to, but there is
work to be done too and we are still short two people
to serve on our board. Please consider filling one of
the board positions.

TAVS BOARD IS INCOMPLETE

Our board is in need of two more people.
President: Jeri Anderson
Treasurer: Needs to be filled.
VP Day Group: Rose Garcia
Secretary Day Group: Ann Williams
VP Night Group: Terry Jennings
Secretary Night Group: Kathy Bell
VP NW Afternoon: Stephanie Griffith
Secretary NW Afternoon: Needs to be filled.
VP NW Night Group: Cindy Baker
Secretary NW Night Group: Sue Harris

AVSA CHANGES AHEAD
Jeri Anderson & Kathy Bell

AVSA is working with very limited funds,
dropping membership and fewer donations. Like so
many other organizations changes need to be made to
conserve funds. Here are some of the upcoming
changes:

Starting in January 2010 the African Violet
magazine will change to a smaller size, 6 ¥%2” x 9 ¥”.
This is close to the size of the older AV magazines.
The print will stay at a readable size and half of the

estimated 64 — 72 pages will be in color. This will
save approx. $18,000 per year.

The AVSA website is going to be upgraded by the
‘i21 Webdesign’ company that does the Gesneriad
Society’s website. The cost of the upgrade will be
approx. $7,700 which is considerable less than the
original $30,000 quote. There are plans to have more
sections like chats, members only, named violet
pictures and registration forms. They are thinking of
having convention information and registration forms
posted on the website instead of printed in the
magazine. Those members without internet
connections will still be able to call and request
registration information be mailed. The plan is to
have the new website up and running by the end of
2009.

The Anne and Frank Tinari Endowment Fund was
established in 2006 to ensure the long-term financial
stability of AVSA. The initial goal for the Tinai
Fund is $500,000. All clubs are being asked to
donate $100. Individual members can donate too,
plus now there is a new AVSA Legacy Society. By
making a bequest of $1,000 or more via your will or
life insurance you will be inducted into the AVSA
Legacy Society.

Two of the AVSA office staff will continue to
work only four days a week to save money.

There was approx. $20,000 excess from the
hurricane repair fund that will now be used to pay on
the 2009 expenses.

GROWING TIPS
Allan Reith, Sr.

Soil: There are many soil formulas that can be
found in books and on the internet. Please remember
that we live in a hot, dry climate. Hee is one soil
formula that works well in the desert.

1 quart vermiculite

1 quart peat moss

2 quarts perlite

1 quart horticultural charcoal

1 heaping tablespoon diatomasceous earth
1 heaping tablespoon dolomite lime

1 quart Black Gold African violet soil

Try to get perlite without added fertilizer. Miracle
Grow perlite has added fertilizer. Perlite without
fertilizer can be purchased at Rillito Nursery at La



Cholla and Orange Grove. Some Black Gold soils
have added fertilizer but Black Gold African Violet
soil does not. Check the label.

Lights: Now that the show is over | hope everyone
has changed their light timer back to ten hours a day.
I also keep all my lights about 10-12 inches above the
leaves of my plants. | use one cool white and one
wide spectrum light on my plants.

Fertilizer: 1t is hard to find a fertilizer without urea
nitrogen. Urea is not good for indoor houseplants.
One place to get it is from Cape Cod Violetry. It is
called Dyna Gro. An eleven ounce bottle will last for
several years.

YARD SALE FOR AVSA!!!!
Kathy Bell

Hopefully you read my article in the last AVSA
magazine about all the clubs across America having a
yard sale to help AVSA. Like most organizations
they are having financial problems and aren’t getting
any incentive package from the government. (I
couldn’t resist).

I would like to have the sale toward the end of
October. We could have it at my house which is a
little out of the way for most of our members. If
someone who is more centrally located would
volunteer their house, that would be great; just let me
know.

Please gather up your items over the summer and
let’s make some money for AVSA.

VINTAGE LEAVES
Anita Harold

Here is the list of the vintage violet leaves that |
brought home from the convention. Please let me
know if you would like to have any particular plant.
1. AMAZING GRACE - pink ruffled
2. BARBARA JEAN - dark pink semidouble
3. CHANTICLEER - pale pink
4. DOUBLE BALCK CHERRY - Double red wine
5. GRANGER'S WONDERLAND - Blue
6. GREEN EYES - Creamy white/lavender, green
edge
7. HAPPY HAROLD - wine-red, variegated
8. LULLABY - two-tone blue
9. NANCY REAGAN - double dark wine-red,
variegated
10. NEPTUNE - blue
11. TOMMIE LOU - white and orchid, first variegate

All the leaves have been put down so as soon as
there are babies I will hand them out.

LOOKING FOR

Marie Maas is looking for Nortex’s Moonlit Haven.
Rose Garcia is looking for Cherokee Trail.

Ruth Conners is looking for Halo's Aglitter. Will
swap some other gesneriads for it. At the Spring
Luncheon maybe??? Call or email me.

FOR SALE
Susan Merski: | have several plant stands (all sizes)
and other violet paraphernalia for sale.

Terry Jennings: All Streptocarpus Lovers. I've got
STREPS! (notice the "'s"). | have too many streps
taking up a lot of room from my violets. If you would
like to buy some at a very reasonable price, let me
know by private e-mail. I will send you a list of the
ones | have. Thanks and happy growing all!

MAY POTLUCK

The May meeting is our joint meeting and
potluck. Bring a dish to share and leaves for Violet
Bingo. TAVS provides plates, silverware, napkins
and soft drinks. The potluck is being held Saturday,
May 2", 10:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m., at The Inn at the
Fountains.

Summer programs:
June 13", 1 -3 p.m., at the Cascades. “Japanese
Flower Arrangement” by Terry Jennings.
July 11™ 10 -12 noon, at The Fountains. “The Other
Gesneraids” by Ruth Conners, Jeri Anderson and
Julie Shulick.
August 8", 1 -3 p.m, at the Cascades. “How to
Identify and Classify your Violets” by Kathy Bell.






